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Suffraglsts Are Sending Full Hos pltal Unit

Strictly Feminine War Aid Wholl “Manned" and Financed by Women and Fifty Beds
Will Be Maintained in France at a Cost of $125 000 Yedrly Raised by Them

By ELEANOR BOOTH SIMMONS.
HE first strietly feminine hespital
unit, the one under the direction of
Finlex of New York, is
for France
and it goos with the financial backing ol

Pr. Caroline
about to leave this eountry

the sufiragi<ts.  Various orzanizations

are shoving their imterest in the “under-
taking, The Colony Club is donating a
motor truck, Sorosis and other women's
elubs are contribiting belp: but 1 is the
Nuttonal Woman Suffrage  Association
that has pledged itsell to raise the annual
F125,000 which 1t is estimated will be re-
quired for the upkeep of the unit.

And they aren’t even asking that the
word “suffragze” be necluded in i1ts name.
“The Womens Foreign Serviee Hospital
of the U. S, A7 it is 1o be called, and by
ils deeds onr allics may know the type of
women who form it and are behind it.

Dr. Finley is in France and it was in
response lo her urgent message that ar-
rangements lave been made to sail the
middle of this month. “Great need for
unil,” she eabled. “Civilians sent many
miles for treatment.  Must do mueh sur-
gery, need specialisis, several dispensaries,
ambulanee. Bring six  doctors, twelve
nurses, eighteen aids, an aurist, a dentist;
and do not forget the mechanicians.”

A fifiy bed hospital is to be estab-
Jished at Guiscard in the Department of
the Aisve, about ten miles back from the
junetion of the Freneh and British forees.
There are three buildings and a walled
warden, which latter a trained agricultur-
ist will endeavor to make produetive.

The wounded of the shelled towns will
have first claim for attention, but all sorts
of civilian cases, ineluding obstetrieal, will
be received. The French Government
wails lo weleowe the unit, the Red Cross
lias furnished ‘the equipment and by St.
Valentine’s Day probably the euatire staff
—twelve physicians, twenty-one nurses,
three elerks, a dietician-bousckeeper and
her assistant, a seamstress, six chanfleurs,
a plumber, a mechanic, a pharmacist, a
laboratory technician, an X-ray fechni-
cian and a number of nurses’ aids—will
be braving the submarines. And every
member of (hat staff, ineluding the highly
eflicient plumber, is a wowan.

In contrast to the adviee Henry A,
Wise Wood of the Aero Club gave the
anti-suffragists the other day—he told
them to drop their knitting and do less
war work till they had rid the eountry of
woman snﬂ'ng&lbe suffs are doing war

work with one ha:d and pushing the
Federal amendment with the other.

‘or the moment the pushing is not done
i the open,  With that dicervtion learned
in a forty vears campaign st Washing-
ton, the suffs have retired to the offing,
apparently, while the hattle of the Titans
for war eontrol rages i the Nenate:

But they are there on the job,  Mrs,
Carrie Chapman Catt admitted in a let-
ter 1o Kose Young of the Leslie Sufirage
Foundation the other day that she is
homesick for the tat she shares wath Mary
Garrett Hay sod ber desk in national
headguarters on Madison avenne, but she
won't leave Washington till the smend-
ment passes,

Mrs. Catt writes that even the Sonth-
ern Senators who suffer from what Mrs,
Guiltord Dudley of Tennessoe calls “the
States” rights ha'nt” admit in woments
of expansion that they lope the woman
~uflrage amendment wins ont.  They
¢an’t bring themselves to vole for it, but
they would like to see it out of the way;
and Mrs. Catt insists that they see the
Justiee of at. .

The suffs, as they wait for the smoke
of the Baker-Chamberlain battle to elear,
are measuring and lining up their forees,
Tu two new Western men just appoint
to fill vacancies, Nugent of Idabo a
Henderson of Nevada, they have warm
friends, but of course that was fo be ex-
pected in suffrage States.  Senator Hollis
of New Hampshire, a sufi wheelhorse, is
unfortunately absent on business and they
won't have his vole, but he may pair.

The great question just now is, howse
will Senator James W. Wadsworth, Jr.,
of New York decide to vole? Will be,
even for the sake of his wile, who is
president of the Nationul Association
Opposed to Woman Suffpage—will he
defy the Legislature of his State, which
last week by a vote of eighteen to eight
in the upper house and of seventy-iwo to
seventeen in the lower house petitioned
the Senators from New York to vote yes
von the Susan B. Anthony amendment?
Of coiirse that word “Senatlors” in the
Meyer resolution is just camouflage for
Wadsworth, for Calder is hand in hund
with the suffs, and well Wadsworth knows
that the resolution is aimed at him.

The Meyer resolution must be a bit dis-
couraging to the antis, just when they are
fixing to get a hill introduced at Albany
providing for the resubmission of the suf-
frage issue to the voters of New York.
They are serenely confident that with

Suffrage Gets Impetus in

HE French Union for Womun Suf-
T fruge resumed activity reeently
snd it has wequired new supporters in the
mtellectual elasses. There are, indeed,
signs in Franee that the elevation of
women 1o sn equal political stature with
men is ewerging from the reslm of theory.

When will women have the vole in

Franee? Under what eonditious? Why
cannol the project be brought immedi-
ately before the Chamber of Deputies?
These are questions that were discussed
in a suffrage meeting in Paris not Jong
aro,
g'lne. de  Witt-Schlumberger,  the
French Mys. Norman de K. Whitehouse,
urranged the gathering, which was ad-
dressed by M. Barthelemy, professor of
luw st the University of Paris, and by
M. Plandin, Deputy from Yonpe. The
arguments used in their speeches are fair-
Iv illustrative of the present status of
woman suffruge in Frapee. If they seem
to Americans somewhat complacent and
patronizing, they are nevertheless the ex-
pression of the existing relative vondi-
tions in Franee.

M. Barthelemy says there isn'lL the
shudow of a reason why woman shonld
not epjoy universal suffrage in Franee
True, he sadly agrees, she is intellectually
inferior 1o man; but this is due largely
to the kind of education given ber. It is
a fact that the boy is taken up by the
srhools and prepared for a large, usefcl
exsperience in practieal life, while a girl’
truining is superficial and aims at the
“arts d'sgrement,” so that ber mind is
gradually turned toward a sexual coneep -
tion of ber being and purpose. This g

In rorul communities, where coedu-
calion is the practiee, the two sexes
reccive similar training. Intimate eon-
tact with Freoneh provineial life would in-
dicate that the peasant woman gets more
out of ber sehooling than the man. She
is much more practical and often bears
alone the burdens that {wo should share

ulike.

It is geperally the wife who las the
quality of foresight and spurs the bus-
hand on fto setivity in fields where he
might never have dreamed of directing his
efforts, She is the tressurer and the ae-
countaot of the bousehold. She bolds the
strings of the famous “bas de luinc”
(woollen stocking), and assumes the
greater shure of responsibility in the eon-
Jjugal attempt to make the proverbial two
ends meet.

The speaker also makes the point, which
an unwitting forvigner’is easily prooe to
voncede, that from the point of view of
morality womsn's superionity is un-
questioned., He says that in Frunce the
ralio of feminine eriminality to male is
one 1o twenty.

Alas! he laments, there is no rml genius
in woman, no divine flash of spiritual
endowment that makes of & mere man a
poet, an artist, a high priest of the muses,

The shades of Marie de France, of
Christine de Pisan, of Marguerite de
Navarre, of Mme. de la Fayette, Mme. de
Maintenon, of Seudery, of Sevigne, of
Stael and Sand, all arise in vain protest.
But the learned professor of law soothes
the woman lawyers of France with the
admission that genius is the exeeption, not
the rule. Henee the common lot of the
mass of men is to be withput genius, éven
as women are without it
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women added to the clectorate wonman sut-
frage would lose.

From their point of view women could
be trusted to vote right on that question,
thomgh on nothing else.  But how ecan
they get their bill throngh a Legislature
andd past a Uovernor roped, thrown and
tied by the soffs?

No, it is plain that the antis niust
change Albany and that is what they set
ont to do at their Biltmore meecting last
week,  Minnie Bronson fired the first gon
by nominating Senator Wadsworth for
our next Governor. Fight fire with fire,
she savs;: fight votes with votes.  Repug-
nant as the weapon is they must compel
themselves to use il in the noble eause of
anti-sufivage.

Ope Assemblyuan they wust gt rul ol
s William C. Amos of the Eleventh dis
triet, Manlaittan, A confiding (eminine
constituent of Ins named Mrs. Benjamin
W. Wells wrote to ask bim to do what he
vould to relieve the women of New York
from the ballot which female agitators had
imposed on thew,  Mr. Amos in a latherly
letter full of good saffrage adviee—
Mrs. Wells conldn’t have known when she
appealed to him that Le marched with te
Mariyr Squad in the first suffrage parade
and has ever been a shining light in the
Men's League for Woman Suffrage-— well,
Mr. Amos adjured Mrs. Wells to adjust
herseli to un inevitable reform; and then
he cruelly sent the whole correspondence
to Big Boss Mary Garrett IHay ol the

City Suffrage pa rtg' o
-
The l'dm-utmn of the woman voter is

proceeding strenuously through the efforts
of the New York city Woman Suffrage
pariy in spite of an acute shortage of
wood and coal at besdquarters, 3 Easi
Thirty-eighth street.  Big Boss Hay is
trving 1o aid Mr. Garfield by shutting
off the furnaee and making the firepluces
do, and being loo patriotic to push their
¢laims at the fuel vards, the inembers wer
so hard put to it last week that they had
to burn the hig yellow ballot boxes the:
earried in the parade lust November.

1t is not unusuul 1o see House Mother
Mabel Russell or Press Agent Haskel:
dart out inlo the street and grab a stray
wooden box or bit of lumber, take it down
to the basement and chop it up. But in
the faee of ull these difficulties the classes
of women eager to learn the science of
government grow larger and larger.

Prof. Howard Lee McBain of Colum
bin winds up his course of lectures to the
suffe this week. The last one, on Thurs-
day afternoon and evening, will discuss

the voter in relation to the cost ol Jiving
and will dead with the tanfl, distribution,
vrive regulation, markets and terminals,
taxation and Government expendiiures,
&, Next week ond For some weeks there-
after the regnlar Thursday elasses will be
condueted by two women.  Miss Gracia
Goller, Tormer teacher of eivies i the
city sehools, will give the evening leclures
and  Miss Lonise tirant the afiernoon
There will he a slight charge for
the attemoon lessons, on the theary that

LN,

women whe ean cone ont sfternoons st
be of the leisure woneved olasses. Fve-
nings are {ree,

Meanwhile the gospel 1s beine carrrsd
abrogd over the ey, Distriet leaders who
listenied 1o Prof. MeBain arve pepesting
s nstrpetions o their distriets. At
st thements, mothers” cliubs, sl headguar-
ters, ehinreh houses, in every sort of place,
women  are feverishily  Jearning how  to
sote. The Colloge Settlement wil! Tive
clusses Wednesduys, the St. Bart holones
Ghirls Club Mondays, the Fifoeth stres
Y. W, . AL Tharsdays, and so on.

So it begins to look as if wemen will
know how to go through the ordeal with-
out disgracing themselves in the special
elections in the Seventh, Eighth, Twenty-
tirst and Jwenty-second distriets next
montl.  In the Seventh a Representative
is 10 be elected to sueeeed John J. Filz-
eerald: in the Eighth one to sueeced Dan-
iel J. Griffen; in the Twenty-first one fo
sueeeed Murray Hulbert; in the Twenty-
stvond one o socered Henry Bruekner,
It would be very interesting il one could
point 1o @ woman eandidate in these com-
ing eleclions—-interesting, but not true.
The wong:n sre just lying back amd ob-
syrving and going slow in the wises! and
wost disappointing way.

Speaking of office, there ix a well de-
fined movement on fool to make Miss
Mary Garrett Huy president of the Wom-
en's City Club. If that can be done per-
haps the elub will speed up on te Luly-
like guit it bas so far maintsinel and
hecome a real foree in eivie affairs.

When Mrs, Norman de B, Wiileiouse,
Mrs. Opden Mills Reid, Mrs. Heonry Wise
Miller and that group of suffs orgunized
il over two years ago they meant it to be
the vehicle of the womam voter. [Cbat
was just before the 1915 debacle, amd the
#uffs had to sbundon the Women's City
Club to its fute while they kept on work-
ing for suffruge. Now we've got 1w vote,
and with Big Boss Ilay at the beln the
elub would have a chanee to b u real
vital foree for guud.

France Desplte the War

He ends his discourse with a summary
of the good ucvomplished by woman suf-
frage in the Seandinavian und Australian
countries, where it has been u.dopml. or
course he mentions improvemests in pub-
lie hygieue, in conditions of asylums, in
the statisties regarding incbriety, and in
infant mortality, e sums up with au
appenl for the granting of the suffrage
to womun and a statement that the time
has vome to go out and claim it.

Strangely enough he does nol menlion
in an cmphsatic way the tremendous part
woman has played in the war. Would it
weaken the argument to repeat the ofit
repeated statement : withou! woman this
war could not proceed?

Deputy Flandin gave a historien] sketeh
of the uneven course of the woman suf-
frage movement in Franee. As carly as
1906 & law was sketehed and submitted
for consideration in the Chamber to grant
women the vote in all municipal easm-
puigns.  The idea was tenderly pigeon-
holed.

Then in 1910 Ferdinand Buisson, one
of the forfinost edueators of France and
u_recent visitor to America, argued in the
Chamber for universal and integral wom-
un suffrage snd submitted o preliminary
project by which women of twenty-one
were 1o obtain the vote in municipal mat-
ters. This project was also delieately
luid awsy: but some months later the
question was foreed into disenssion and
the propesition amended so that women
were to acquire the vote at the age of
thirty.

Arguments in favor of tje change were
naturally that the exercise of suffrage re-

. quired a ].un of mjnd a
ald:arutw o e %

er that few women below

il i e

conld possess. This projeci was sgain
sealed in lavender and but ler the war
might again bave burst oul of its hiding
place, only to be automatieally returned
to if.

The war, however, has defivitely adlh'd
all questions in the minds of Frenchmen
concerning woman's ability to bear her
share of the political burden of u state.
It is M. Flandin'y belief’ that the feeling
in the Chamber of Deputies is fuvorable
to adopting some form of harmless suf-
frage for women. There is noiliing in
the way exeept the natural male tendeney
toward proerastination—ask John Bull
about this—in political matters pertaining
10 the other sex.

Still, in Franee the situation is pe-
culiarly complicated by an inherited rueial
puint of view. It is likely therefore that
France will wait till long after the wur
hefore imposing upon her fairer half the
eivic obligations of & demoersey. Any
present sgitation of Lbe question must he
rezarded as seademice.

The meeting of the Union Fruncaise
pour le Sufirage des Femmes ended with
a great show of enthusiasm when Mme,
de Witt-Sehlumberger quoted o ftext
chosen from President Wilsou's welcome
to the New York suffragists, It is given
here as she read it, just to show Ameri-
cans how their President sounds in
Freach:

“La question du suffruge de: femmes
est une des questions fondamentales qui
exigent une solution. Je parle non seule-
ment an nom d’un grand parti, en sonte-
nant le suffrage des femmes. Je tiens a
parler aussi en mon nom personnel et a
dire que le moment me semble venu pour
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